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Pest Patrol Alerts 
The information contained herein each issue is available via text alerts that direct users to online 
recordings.  I will update the short message often for at least as long as the newsletter runs.  After a new 
message is posted, a text message is sent to alert users that I have recorded a new update.  Users can 
subscribe for text message alerts for my updates in two easy steps.  Step one: register by texting pestpat7 
to 97063.  Step two: reply to the confirmation text you receive by texting the letter “y” to complete your 
registration.  Pest Patrol Alerts are sponsored by Syngenta. 
 
Updates on Twitter 
When noteworthy events happen the in the field, I will be sending them out quickly via 
Twitter.  If you want to follow those quick updates, follow me at @bugdocisin on Twitter. 
 
News from Around the State 
Charles Davis, county agent in Calhoun County, mentioned “stink bugs seem to be ramping up a bit this 
week.  The couple of fields I looked at after the rains were below threshold but just barely.  Next to corn 
was worse.”  David DeWitt, county agent in Lee County, said he “spoke with several scouts and farmers 
yesterday [Tuesday] during the rain…most seems quiet.  Gearing up for corn harvest.”  Hannah Mikell, 
county agent in Clarendon County, stated that she hasn’t “really noticed any problem fields.  Seems like 
farmers have been doing pretty good on prevention and/or routine sprays.  We talked last week about 
there being an influx of stink bugs in cotton I will feel like we’re probably on the cusp seeing some of 
those numbers go up.”  Hannah also shared links to the in-field scouting workshops held last week, if you 
want to watch those.  Those are here: https://fb.watch/71j3sgaqJf/ and https://fb.watch/71j6Uk_8nF/  
 
Upcoming Field Day  
We will offer an in-person field day here at the Edisto REC on 2 September 2021.  Registration will be 
from 8:00 to 9:00 AM.  The morning program will cover peanuts and horticulture crops, with cotton, 





As of 1 August 2021, the USDA NASS South Carolina Statistical Office estimated that about 94% of the crop 
is squaring, compared with 86% last week, 79% at this time last year, and 88% for the 5-year average.  
About 66% of the crop is setting bolls, compared with 57% last week, 45% at this time last year, and 56%  
                                 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
The Clemson University Cooperative Extension Service offers its programs to people of all ages, regardless of race, color, gender, religion, national origin, disability, 
political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital or family status and is an equal opportunity employer.  Clemson University Cooperating with U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, South Carolina Counties, Extension Service, Clemson, South Carolina. 
 
Public Service Activities 
 
The mention of any commercial product in this publication does not imply its endorsement by Clemson University over other products not named, nor does the omission 




for the 5-year average.  The conditions of the crop were 6% excellent, 74% good, 20% fair, 0% poor, and 
0% very poor.  These are observed/perceived state-wide averages. 
 
Cotton Insects  
In South Carolina, it is going to be stink bugs, bollworm, 
and spider mites – in that order of importance – from  
here until the end of the “insect season” in cotton.  
Captures of bollworm moths in my pheromone traps 
here at the Edisto REC decreased slightly this past week 
but will be about the same or a little more next week, 
based on what we have caught so far this week.  Be sure 
to check plants for eggs and larvae, paying attention to 
any moths that fly around while walking through fields.  
And, note injury to terminals, squares, blooms, and 
bolls.  Here is what I recommend in looking for 
bollworms and the injury they cause on each plant (each 
scouting step takes about 10-20 seconds, at most): 
 
1. Check the terminal growth for bollworm eggs 
(mostly the top 12” of a plant, but look quickly at squares and blooms down the plant), and examine 
the terminal for any signs of feeding by bollworm. 
2. Check a couple of squares (1 small, 1 large), looking for bollworms or injury, pulling back bracts to look 
at each entire pre-floral bud. 
3. Look in a couple of white blooms, noting any bollworms or feeding injury. 
4. Push plants in the canopy to each side down the row, and look for any signs of bollworms and feeding.  
Randomly check a couple of bolls (1 small, 1 large), pulling off a dried bloom tag on the smaller boll 
and examining the boll tip for injury and pulling back the bracts on the larger boll to examine it for 
bollworm feeding. 
5. Repeat steps 1-4 on at least 25 plants in representative locations of each field scouted. 
6. Multiply each 25-plant sample by 4 to get bollworm numbers and injury estimates per 100 plants 
checked.  Use our treatment thresholds of 3 or more large (>0.25 inch) larvae per 100 plants or 5% 
damage to squares or bolls.  On 2-gene Bt cotton, you can also trigger when egg density pushes past 20 
towards 50 eggs per 100 plants.  Use 50+ eggs per 100 plants for 3-gene Bt cotton.  More detailed 
recommendations for bollworm can be found in our 2021 Pest Management Handbook. 
7. Pair your status on bollworm threshold with what you find regarding stink bug injury and presence 
for each field to help you decide on what product(s) to spray for both. 
8. Also consider levels of other arthropods, such as spider mites, when choosing insecticides, as a tank-
mix is often required when multiple pests are at or over treatment thresholds. 
 
COTTON 
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Because it is now “stink bug month” (August), we need to make sure we minimize 
losses to stink bugs.  You will not prevent all injury due to stink bugs, but you can 
prevent most of it by using the dynamic boll-injury threshold.  Open bolls in front of 
the TV watching the final weekend of the Olympics or a football game, and get 
through more fields during the day.  All you need are labeled bags to put bolls in to 
take home.  What week of bloom are your fields in this week?  Stink bugs should be 
the primary focus of scouting efforts for the rest of August.   
 
Below are the complete instructions for following the boll-injury threshold 
recommendations for stink bugs in cotton.  We distributed the cards/lanyards and 
this sheet over a decade ago that summarized the recommendations from the large 
collaborative project we conducted in the Southeast regarding management of stink 
bugs in cotton in the region.  All of this is still completely relevant and used today. 
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Because of all of the rain we have been receiving, much of our corn crop remains green and still in the field.  
This delay in maturity is very likely holding many stink bugs in that crop, but, as soon as we hit a dry week 
or two, the senescing crop will probably release large populations into cotton and soybeans.  We will 
definitely see a spike in stink bug activity in cotton and soybeans once corn harvest gets into full gear.  So, 
be prepared for that. 
 
Soybean Situation 
As of 1 August 2021, the USDA NASS South 
Carolina Statistical Office estimated that about 
60% of the crop has bloomed, compared with 
44% the previous week, 39% at this time last 
year, and 42% for the 5-year average.  About 
16% of the crop is setting pods, compared with 
9% the previous week, 14% at this time last 
year, and 10% for the 5-year average.  The 
conditions of the crop were 6% excellent, 90% 
good, 4% fair, 0% poor, and 0% very poor.  




Counts of defoliating caterpillars in my research 
plots are increasing each week.  We are seeing 
more soybean looper, velvetbean caterpillar, 
and green cloverworm each time we sample in trials here.  I reported last week that we already have 
commercial fields being treated for this defoliating complex.  To go along with the defoliating caterpillars, 
we are also picking  up podworm (remember – it’s the same species as corn earworm and bollworm) in 
our sampling.  This seed feeder can be very damaging in soybeans, so we cannot stand very many of them.  
On 38” rows, a threshold number of podworms on a drop cloth sample (both sides sampled for 6 rowft 
total) is 12 podworms (2 per rowft).  On 30” rows, this threshold is about 10 podworms per drop-cloth 
sample (both sides sampled).  Using a sweep net across any row width, the podworm threshold is about 2-
3 per 10 sweeps.  Be sure to look closely for small larvae, as they are easier to control than large specimens, 
and detecting the small ones will give you more time to react.  Activity in pheromone traps here at Edisto 
REC remains high, so podworm pressure on soybeans will likely continue to increase, particularly in any 
soybeans flowering and setting small pods.  They will concentrate feeding on blooms and pods.  Scout 
soybean fields, and notice the moths you flush.  You will very likely see moths of many species: podworm, 
soybean looper, velvetbean caterpillar, and green cloverworm.  Stink bugs are the number one insect pest 
group of soybeans in SC, and they are also moving into soybean fields.  We will cover stink bugs in soybeans 
more in the next few weeks.  Keep an eye out for stink bugs in sweep-net and drop-cloth samples.     
SOYBEAN 
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As moth activity increases, deposited eggs will yield caterpillar pests on soybeans.  It is good skill to be able 
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Bollworm & Tobacco Budworm 
Captures of bollworm (BW) and tobacco budworm (TBW) moths 
in pheromone traps at EREC this season are shown below, as are 
the captures from 2007-2020 for reference.  Tobacco budworm 
continues to be important for our soybean acres 
and for any acres of non-Bt cotton.  I provide these 
data as a measure of moth presence and activity in our local area near my 
research plots.  The numbers are not necessarily representative of the 
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Pest Management Handbook – 2021 
Insect control recommendations are available online in the 2021 South Carolina Pest Management 
Handbook at:  
https://www.clemson.edu/extension/agronomy/pest%20management%20handbook.html 
 
South Carolina Crops Blog 
The SC Crops Blog contains content about production of major row crops at the following link, if you want 
more information:  https://blogs.clemson.edu/sccrops/  
Archived issues of the Cotton/Soybean Insect Newsletter can be viewed at a convenient link on the SCCrops 
page.  Contact Dr. Michael Plumblee, if you have any questions about the blog. 
 
Free Mobile Apps: “Calibrate My Sprayer” and “Mix My Sprayer” 
Download our free mobile apps called “Calibrate My Sprayer” and “Mix My Sprayer” that help 
check for proper calibration of spraying equipment and help you with mixing user-defined 
pesticides, respectively, in custom units (available in both iOS and Android formats): 
http://www.clemson.edu/extension/mobile-apps/ 
 
Need More Information? 
For more Clemson University Extension information: http://www.clemson.edu/extension/ 
 




    
Jeremy K. Greene, Ph.D. 
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